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Our Schools in the Period of Transition.* 
By Pror. J. T. MUELLER, St. Louis, Mo. 


What shall we do in this time of transition to preserve and 
promote our Christian schools? That is the subject of our present 
diseussion as outlined by your committee. In order to lead up to 
a proper appreciation of the seriousness of this period of transition, 
I have endeavored, in my last lecture, to present to you the hostile 
forces which are constantly at work to counteract, and, if possible, 
to do away with entirely our Christian day-schools. We have thus 
seen that the existence of our schools is threatened on every side, 
from within by stagnation and indifference, from without by scores 
of agencies that regard our schools as un-American and unpatriotic, 
and hence not at all adapted to the needs of our present-day 
democracy. This prompts the question: What must we do to pre- 
serve our schools against so many and so powerful opponents? Can 
we sustain this crisis? Does the future for our schools look alto- 
gether dark, and is the prospect entirely hopeless ? 

As Christians we are accustomed to view all happenings, 
whether good or evil, as events that transpire in accord with God’s 
divine plan for our ultimate good. So also the animosity directed 
against our schools must work together for good. It certainly is 
intended to teach us a much-needed lesson; if nothing else, then 
at least to value the inestimable blessing which has come to us 
through our schools. Have we really appreciated oyr schools as 
they deserve? Have we appreciated the men who have dedicated 
their lives to the great task of bringing up children in the nurture 
and admonition of Christ? Have we appreciated the efforts of our 
pastors on behalf of the Christian education of our children? Have 
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we appreciated the necessity of teaching our children the one thing 
needful, the whole counsel of God unto their eternal salvation? 
These are questions to which we ought to give consideration first 
of all. We all agree that otr Christian schools are gifts of divine 
mercy. If God removes from us His divine gifts, it is because we 
have proved ourselves unworthy of retaining them. We shall retain 
them as we appreciate them; we shall lose them as we despise 
them. This,applies also to our schools. Now it cannot be denied 
that our congregations in the past have done much to- maintain 
Christian schools; yet, on the other hand, there has been also much 
indifference, negligence, and downright contempt for our schools 
even in our best congregations. Over against God’s gracious mani- 
festation of love in granting us Christian schools, we all have 
reason to acknowledge our ingratitude, our unworthiness, our lack 
of appreciation. It is only over the threshold of this confession 
that any real help can come. In view of the many opportunities 
which we have lost, the many things we have left undone, it is 
ours to say with penitent lips: “Father, we have sinned.” This, 
I think, is the first right step in the way of recovery and im- 
provement. 

Furthermore, throughout the complaints and cries which in 
the past few years we have raised to heaven, there have been too 
many notes of fear, too many shrieks of despair. There have been 
too many in our midst. who have prophesied that our schools are 
irretrievably doomed to destruction, that, as we give up the use 
of German, we must give up our schools, that in future we can ‘no 
longer expect to find men who are willing to devote themselves to 
Christian education, in short, that our schools belong to the past. 
It is this attitude of which we must beware. If we enter the battle 
with the thought fixed in our minds that we are on the losing side, 
we may entertain very little hope for victory. If we believe our- 
selves lost, we are already lost. And if we lose, it is our own fault; 
we lose because we are lacking in faith. It is this truth which 
we ought to consider at the present crisis. We shall retain or lose 
our schools, not only in proportion as we appreciate them, but also 
in proportion as we retain or lose faith in our divine Master. No 
half-hearted, timid, doubting attempt will win the battle which we 
are fighting for our schools. It is strong, virile, persistent labor, 
based upon an unflinching trust in God, that will preserve to our 
children that inestimable source of divine blesssing — the Christian 
day-school. The greater trouble calls universally for greater faith 
in God. 
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In the third place, the present crisis calls for far greater effort 
than has ever been made in the past. The pastor, the teacher, the 
congregation, school boards, and parents, all must realize that it 
depends on them whether our schools shall exist or not. The chain 
is as strong as each individual link, and in our struggle for our 
schools we are as strong as each agency is strong that might prove 
helpful in maintaining our schools. Above all, Christian parents 
should recognize the divinely imposed duty which they owe to their 
children as guardians of their souls’ salvation. Let them realize 
that their homes should be homes of prayer and worship, where 
the foundation of a truly Christian education must be laid. They 
dare not shift upon the school the entire responsibility of having 
their children educated in the spirit of Christ. If ever there was 
. need for cooperation between the home and the school, it is now. 
Unless our schools are built upon the foundation of Christian 
homes, they can accomplish but little. It is the Christian home 
that also in the future will largely supply the Christian school with 
funds and children. To shift the whole responsibility upon the 
school, and if things should go wrong, if children should not show 
the proper spirit of piety, or if they should fail to succeed in their 
tasks, then to put the blame upon the school, is a sure way of 
digging the graves in which our schools shall be buried. The 
question is not: Why and where have our schools failed? But the 
question which pastors, teachers, school boards, and parents must 
put to ‘themselves, is: Where have we failed? To what sin of 
omission or commission of ours is it due that our schools have not 
succeeded? Thus the present crisis calls upon each Christian in- 
dividually to make himself responsible for the welfare of our 
Christian schools, and to invest the talent which God has given 
him in behalf of their future existence. 

In order to do this, we must, more than ever before, realize 
the real purpose for which we maintain Christian schools. Just 
now there is particular danger that our schools might lose their 
truly Christian character, that our teachers might overemphasize 
the secular branches, neglecting the spiritual needs; in short, that 
they might overlook the primary purpose for which our schools 
have been founded. In this period of transition changes needs 
must come. However, there must not be any change in the 
standard: that the one great irrevocable and irreducible minimum 
requirement of a Christian school is this, that godliness must there 
be taught, learned, and practised. If, in order to gain additional 
time for the secular branches, we curtail religious instruction, per- 
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7 mitting laxity in Christian principles and catering to the popular 


fads, we shall in the end do greater harm to our schools than any 
outside agency could do. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom,” that must always remain our motto and guiding 
principle. Never has the fear of the Lord been needed as much 
as right now, both in church and school, in home and workshop, 
in state and social activity. 

In connection with this, special heed must be given to the par- 
ticular heart and soul needs of the children put into our charge. 
In spite of all that can be said, it will no doubt fall to the lot of 
the Christian day-school to take upon itself that sacred duty which 
in German we call erziehen, to educate, to bring up. In proportion 
as our schools can accomplish this, their value in congregational 
and missionary life will be appreciated and their maintenance 
secured. The call for well-trained Christians is tremendous and 
will become ever greater and more insistent. The very future of 
our congregations depends upon them. Now it is clear that our 
Sunday-schools cannot supply us with such trained Christians. 
It is also clear that our homes and parents have already largely 
given up this difficult task. Accordingly, many of our children no 
longer come from homes where piety prevails, where they have 
imbibed that Christian atmosphere which means so much for their 
later Christian life, where they have been grounded and rooted in 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith. All the more must our 
schools give attention not merely to the teaching of religious truths 
in general, but to the real training, Erziehung, of the children, so 
that their whole lives may be guided and governed by the fear of 
God. In our naturally eager desire to seek for our schools accred- 
itation and the plaudits of State school boards, there lies a danger 
that, in trying to meet the educational demands of the State, we 
neglect the very fundamental aim of our schools, for which they 
exist, and which give them abiding value, namely, the Christian 
training of our children. 

Moreover, that aim ought always to be impressed upon our 
own people as well as others by appropriate names applied to our 
schools. There is a world of psychological effect in a name. For- 
tunately the time is past when we call our schools German schools, 
or language schools, or grammar schools, etc. However, while the 
name is gone, the false idea is still prevalent in the minds of many 
people. In order to impress upon our congregations and our fellow- 
citizens at large the purpose of our schools, let us uniformly apply 
to them an appellation which stands for, and expresses, that lofty 
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purpose. Let us call them Christian day-schools, that is, schools 
that are Christian in aim and character, and that inculcate Chris- 
tianity every day of the week. 

However, while we thus stress the spiritual side of our ohn 
reason and common sense demand of us that we recognize also their 
humanitarian, social, and civic relations. While our schools are 
not of this world, they are in this world, to accomplish a blessing 
for the world. We maintain our schools both as Christians and 
citizens. As Christians we render to God the things that are God’s, 
and as citizens of our country we render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s. Now, by common consent the state has largely taken 
over the task of educating the children of our country. In our 
country, as well as in all civilized countries of the world, education 
* has become a matter of the state, and the state demands that all 
children be educated according to a certain standard prescribed 
by its educators. It would be folly to deny the state such authority, 
and greater folly to resist it. This means practically that, as far 
as can be done in keeping with the Word of God, our schools must 
conform to the demands of present-day educational standards. 
If we would retain our schools in the future, we must make them 
as efficient as we possibly can, both as they serve God and as they 
serve the state. That will necessitate great expenditures as regards 
teachers, equipment, buildings, sanitary conditions, text-books, etc. 
Yet, if our schools are worth having, they are worth every cent and 
every dollar which we might invest in them. 

It bodes well for the future of our schools that our congrega- 
tions are beginning to realize this. The progress which we have 
made in our schools in the past few years has been enormous. In 
a general way we may say that we need not be ashamed of our 
schools. In our larger cities and congregations, I believe, our 
Christian schools are offering our children advantages, even as re- 
gards secular education, which are far superior to those offered in 
the public schools, a fact which again and again has been recognized 
by public officials. And if in rural districts or smaller and poorer 
congregations, in smaller communities, our schools have not been 
as perfect as they might have been, similar conditions have pre- 
vailed also in the public schools. The fact that our congregations 
are willing to fall in line with the best demands of the state, and 
to make their schools as nearly perfect as they can be made, also 
respecting secular work, is surely a step in the right direction, and 
will secure for them stability and permanence. 

We shall accomplish still more in this respect in proportion 
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as we ourselves become convinced that our schools are not un- 
American. This charge has been preferred against us so frequently 
that many of our own people have come to believe it. But no 
charge could be more false than this. Viewed historically, our 
schools are preeminently American. The very first schools estab- 
lished in our country were of the type represented by our parochial 
schools. They were Christian schools, established for the purpose 
of affording children a Christian education very similar to our own. 
However, it will not do merely to call our schools American; we 
must infuse into our educational system that American spirit which 
aims at the best welfare of our country, adopts the best methods, 
and falls in line with the best standards. The sooner we learn this 
lesson, the better it will be for our schools. The present crisis is 
of such a nature that we cannot afford to lose the essential things 
by standing upon non-essentials. If the state is willing to allow 
us our schools, if we are to be permitted to teach our children the 
principles of God’s Word, then it is reasonable that we comply with 
such demands as are made by the state for the advancement of 
learning, provided these are in accord with God’s Word, and that 
we study American needs and American methods, in order to meet 
these demands. To.assume a fighting posture whenever confronted 
by state regulations when these do not touch vital points of prin- 
ciple is an absolutely wrong measure. Let us agree to every just 
demand to which we may. Let our schools surpass in efficiency 
those of the state. Let us train in them better citizens than the 
state is able to train. And let this be the aim of the whole con- 
gregation, the whole District, the entire Synod. We can maintain 
interest in our schools only when a constant propaganda is kept up 
on behalf of our schools. And, certainly, so vital a problem as that 
of our schools must have our deepest and our most abiding interest. 

It is a pleasure to realize that in general we are moving in the 
right direction. As regards the general measures which can be 
taken on behalf of the improvement of our schools, our Synod has 
already accomplished much. We have now a General School Board, 
_a General School Superintendent, annual conferences of school 
superintendents, special school committees, etc., while each day is 
seeing the organization of our school forces steadily effected. Our 
whole Church has been aroused from its former lethargy, and many 
who have not appreciated our schools before have been awakened 
to new appreciation. The gain is therefore greater than the loss. 
Among the schools that we have lost were many which in themselves 
had not the stamina to exist, schools which in the course of time 
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might have been discontinued anyhow. On the other hand, many 
schools have reported greater gains in attendance, while in some 
States even new schools have been established. All this makes the 
situation look more hopeful. However, we must remember that 
the new measures will work only when the new machinery is really 
kept working. No superintendent, no school board, no pamphlet 
or book can accomplish much unless the whole body maintains 
a lively propaganda, circulating news, pushing the school-question 
to the front, in short, doing its full duty. We all know how much 
momentum counts in a race. It is momentum, push, ceaseless, 
energetic progress, which brings our schools ahead. Above all, we 
must have men who are qualified to counteract all adverse legis- 
lative measures; and the suggestion of our Superintendent, 
- Mr. Kuehnert, to create a State committee, with power of attorney, 
is to be welcomed. That committee should be given free hand in 
every respect; it should be given our utmost confidence, support, 
and backing. Strengthening our schools from within and protect- 
ing them from without against strangling laws, hostile public sen- 
timent, misunderstanding, cruelty, ete., will at the present time 
best serve our schools, so far as external measures are concerned. 

In order to strengthen our schools from within, several 
things must speedily be attended to. Every school is as strong 
as its teaching force. The following statistics, which we owe to 
Mr. Kuehnert, give us a fair insight into the conditions relative 
to the ‘schools in our District. For the 169 schools and classes 
in our District we have 70 regular male teachers; 69 pastors are 
still teaching besides doing their regular pastoral work, and besides 
these there are 25 woman teachers, three students, and two pastors 
emeritt. In other words, more than half of our teaching force 
consists of pastors, students, and woman teachers, many of whom 
are not able to do justice to their high calling. — According to 
another division we have 79 city schools and 45 country schools. 
Of these schools,.19 have eight grades; 53, seven; 27, six; 5, five; 
20 are ungraded. This shows a fine improvement; for over half 
of our schools have at least six grades. Again 91 schools have but 
one teacher, which is deplorable; 19 have two, 1 has three, 2 have 
four, 3 have five, and 1 has seven. Here certainly is room for 
improvement. How the 91 schools can thrive with one teacher — 
and that very often a pastor who is not trained for teaching and 
who has much to do besides his work in the school — is a problem. 
Furthermore, 50 schools are all English; in 22 the instruction in 
religion is all English; in 21 the instruction in religion is partly 
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English; and in 31 the entire religious instruction is all German. 
This is to be regretted, as we are still training children in German 
only, though in a short time we shall have drifted into English 
altogether, so far as religious work is concerned. In other words, 
the 31 schools that teach religion only in German are not fitting 
their children for the task which will be theirs even during the 
time of the present generation. 

Furthermore, if our schools are to grow from within, there 
must be professional growth on the part of the teaching force. 
There is hardly another profession the incumbents of which may 
fall into a rut as easily as the teaching profession. If our schools 
are to increase in efficiency, our teachers must grow professionally, 
and to this end they must be encouraged to take extension courses, 
or, at least, to study at home. On the part of the congregation that 
ought to mean an extra bonus. The salaries of our teachers are, 
on the whole, still pitiably small, and if a teacher is willing to 
improve his education, to invest his time and talent, the congrega- 
tion ought to be willing to pay the necessary expenses connected 
with the special studies which the teachers are willing to take. 
Every congregation ought to be proud of having teachers that are 
pushing ahead, and ought to show its pride in a material way. 

For the improvement of our schools and teachers there ought 
also to be teachers’ libraries. Almost every day some new book is 
published which contains useful material for the better instruction 
of children. These new books ought to be in the hands of our 
teachers, and no doubt they will be there if our congregations 
establish teachers’ libraries. However, there ought also to be more 
school libraries to aid our children in their work. Modern instruc- 
tion demands parallel reading not only at the college, but already 
at school. This need must be supplied by our congregations if our 
schools are to do effective work. Moreover, our superintendent re- 
ports a frightful lack of apparatus, such as maps, charts, globes, etc. 
Unless we place at the disposal of our teachers the facilities which 
their work demands, they cannot do their work as they should. 

However, there might be sounded a note of warning. While 
adopting the new, we must guard against adopting what is worth- 
less. Even a casual review of modern books, plans, and enterprises 
shows that the educational world about us is at sea. Fads upon 
fads are introduced. New worthless methods are displacing the 
old, which were equally worthless. Millions of dollars are annually 
wasted in trying out new schemes. It is here that the Christian 
teacher must retain his poise and decision. We cannot use every- 
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thing new in our schools, even though the new thing be good. 
In the past our schools have been characterized by saneness, re- 
flection, and stability. All these virtues must characterize them 
now as we leave the beaten paths to follow new ones. Just what 
to accept and what to reject depends largely on the teachers’ con- 
ferences. If these —as is done in our local conference — study the 
needs and helps systematically, they will soon develop the faculty 
of accepting what is good and rejecting what is bad. 
: With regard to our work, aside from the defense of our schools 
against enemies of the Christian religion, the present crisis calls 
for universal cooperation of all the best agencies that might be 
instrumental in improving and protecting our schools. No single 
school or congregation, no big city like St. Louis or Chicago, no 
“single school district, no pastor, president, teacher, or any one else 
can wage the battle alone. The struggle is too big, too far-reaching. 
Hence the business of our schools, their needs and blessings, their 
improvement and defense, must be the constant topic of discussion 
at our conferences, meetings, and synodical conventions. The 
school-issue is the vital issue of our Church, second to none in 
importance. Hence it must be given constant attention in our 
papers and periodicals, and, if possible, in our public press. 
Largely our educators are not well acquainted with the real purpose 
and character of our schools. If men antagonize them, they fre- 
quently do it because they do not know what our schools are, because 
they believe them unpatriotic, un-American, out of date. It is 
these men whom we must enlighten, instruct, convince. And it is 
the really big man to whom we must appeal, the man of influence, 
of sober judgment, of motive power. One big man can help us 
more than ten little ones. However, in order to win these men, 
our methods must be tactful, no less than emphatic and earnest. 
May God grant us such men as are alive to these opportunities and 
can meet the perils! 

Such men are gifts from God, and it is to God that we must 
entrust the vital issue. The cause is not ours, but His, and He 
must work both to will and to do according to His good pleasure. 
If we continue in prayer, if we are faithful in keeping our schools 
what they are and should be, Christian day-schools, He will not 
forsake us, but help us through each crisis in a way that is past 
understanding. 

In short, let us bear in mind that we are not back numbers, 
but really leaders of the educational world. Our-schools are doing 
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a work which no other school, no‘state school, can do; they are 
combining religious with intellectual training. As such we are in 
advance of our time, and perhaps of every time. However, it is 
this conviction that should induce us again and again to take new 
courage and do the Lord’s work for the good of our schools, our 
churches, and our country. For awakening greater interest in our 
schools, we recommend : — 

1. An education Sunday, with an education week, shortly before 
the opening of schools. That a tremendous campaign be carried 
on for getting into our school every child we can; that special 
sermons be preached, special articles be published, special pamphlets 
be distributed, and after the campaign the necessary statistics be 
gathered and made known to our people. 

2. That, together with this effort in our own circles, we carry 
on a campaign among all such as are interested in education, 
especially the leading educators and legislators of our State, show- 
ing the purpose and character of our schools. 

3. That each congregation hold from time to time, at least 
once a year, parents’ meetings, at which the work done in our 
schools shall be discussed and proper work of children shown, so 
that parents become better acquainted with our schools, and their 
teachers with the parents. 

4, That we create a State committee to guard against every 
adverse bill or move, and acquaint our congregations with the same. 


RESOLUTION. 


Be it the sense and express opinion of this meeting : — 

1. That we regard our parochial schools as the best and most 
satisfactory means of giving our children a true education of head 
and heart. 

2. That we encourage one another, and especially our school 
boards and superintendents, to do all that can be done for the 
improvement and maintenance of our schools. 

_ 3. That we return to our congregations with renewed interest 
in the matter and with the firm resolve to become, as much as lies 
in our power, leaders in Christian education. 

4, That we, one and all, stand for the Christian education of 


_ our children as one of the greatest blessings of God which we must 


preserve for our children and children’s children; and that we at 
all times shall consecrate to this work our sincerest prayers, our 
best talents, and our most liberal gifts. 
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How are the Children Taught in Our Home for 
Feeble-Minded? 


On October 31 I accepted a call as Riel! Secretary for this 
institution. On December 1 I arrived at Watertown, and at once 
proceeded to the beautifully located building on the banks of the 
Rock River. At the entrance I was met and greeted by Super- 
intendent E. Stroelin. He immediately conducted me to the school- 
room of the girls. This school is conducted by Miss Perlewitz. 
You ought to visit and attend this school to get an opportunity 
of judging for yourself the nature and the peculiar difficulties of 
this work. You cannot picture this schoolroom to yourself, for 
you must not use the standard of a school for normal children 
* as a comparison. It is very interesting to watch the children, their 
attitude toward the teacher, toward their work, and their behavior 
in general. You would naturally think that discipline would be 
conspicuous by its absence, but the contrary holds true; indeed,. 
I venture to say that there is better discipline and order in our 
two schoolrooms here than in the average school of normal children. 
Surprising to you? Yes, and it was more than surprising to me 
when I first entered. When you stop to consider that all the chil- 
dren here are abnormal or, I should have said, subnormal, and 
their ability to grasp and to receive an idea or an impression is 
very limited, you will admit that the discipline maintained is all 
the more remarkable. Again, take into consideration the fact that 
our “schoolchildren” range in age from six to fifty-two years. 
I would not have believed it possible that such order could be main- 
tained in a school of this kind, and that such a degree of quietness 
could be attained. The children are attentive and obedient, and 
they do their work to the best of their ability. Never forget for 
a moment that you are dealing with feeble-minded and epileptic 
people, people whose mind is befogged and beclouded. I said before 
that it was interesting to watch them; more than that, it is the 
most pitiful sight in the world. Can you imagine anything more 
pitiful than a child of twenty trying to learn the abe, attempting 
to memorize the Commandments, or trying to master the rudiments 
of arithmetic? Such a case is not an exception, but the rule. 

One thing especially impressed me in my various visits to the 
school, and that was this: These children do not seem to be able 
to form an association of ideas as a normal child does. For in- 
stance, the letters b—o—y mean nothing to the average child here; 
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but the symbol or word, boy, makes an impression. Most of them 
simply memorize words. In the great majority of cases, spelling 
is an art unattainable by them; they are unable to join letters and 
form words. In spi this handicap, however, they never quit 
trying, and, of course, their attempts very often are ludicrous. Yet 
you would not be so ready with your laugh or smile if you had 
that poor, unfortunate child before you. The most affecting thing 
in the school is the attempt to speak on the part of those whose vocal 
cords are affected by disease. A great number are thus afflicted, 
some of them to such an extent that one must study their manner 
of speech to be able to understand them. Others merely make 
sounds; they are utterly unable to articulate. In many cases when 
these children try to speak, their faces are frightfully distorted, 
distorted almost beyond human semblance. Nothing is more 
piteous or touching than to watch their pathetic attempts at telling 
you something about themselves. In the schoolroom the teacher 
must always be on the alert, or even she cannot understand them ; 
some of them are considerably wrought up if they are not under- 
stood at once. 

In the boys’ room you will find some of the boys in such 
a crippled condition that they must be carried to and from the 
schoolroom. In spite of their affliction they are diligent and at- 
tentive. They take an interest in school-work and are glad to be 
in school. The primary object of this institution, however, is not 
simply to instruct the children in the rudiments of secular learning, 
but especially to teach them the one thing needful, to show them 
the way of life, to enable them, even though their mental faculties 
are befogged and beclouded to a great extent, to learn to know and 
love their Savior, to follow Him in faith, and finally to be eternally 
saved through such faith in Him. In other words, this institution 
exists for a most glorious purpose, which is, to do real mission-work, 
saving souls which could not be reached or helped in any other 
manner. 

Oh, if our people could only be here, attend the school, and 
listen one hour to the religious instruction given them. If you 
could only see the yearning, smiling faces! How gladly they listen 
to the story told by their teacher, and how cheerfully they answer 
his questions! Mr. Kudart is an adept in just this difficult work, 
and how the children do appreciate the Bible stories as told by him! 
He tells them some story of the Gospel in his own words, explains 
his story thoroughly, and then puts questions on the story to his 
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boys, and you would be surprised at the results he obtains. His 
manner and the simplicity with which he tells his story make 
a vivid impression, and the story sticks in their minds. Naturally, 
when speaking of results, that is always meant in a relative sense. 
If you were to take your parish-school as a standard, you would 
come to the conclusion that the results obtained here are purely 
negative. But such is positively not the case. When you consider 
all the circumstances and think of the condition of our children, 
we have all reason to thank God for the blessings He is continually 
pouring out over our school. The children seem to take a far 
greater interest and manifest far more acuteness in religious in- 
struction than in the instruction in the secular branches. The work 
there done is mission-work in the literal sense of the term. Can 
you think of a greater or more glorious work than that done for 
and to these poor benighted souls, the most wretched and miserable 
in all humanity? 

In this school there are at present fifty children about equally 
divided between the two sexes. School commences at 8.30 A. M. 
and then follows an hour’s instruction in religion, the most in-- 
teresting period of the day for both children and spectators. Then 
follows a period of German reading, interesting to hear and to 
watch. A class comes up to the desk to read. A young man, 
twenty years old, six feet tall, starts reading words of one syllable 
in a halting and stumbling fashion. Next to him stands a “boy” 
of thirty-one years, four feet, ten inches, turning and twisting his 
mouth in a remarkable manner, uttering guttural sounds supposed 
to be words, understood only by the teacher, but utterly unintel- 
ligible to the spectator. The spectator looks and wonders. Next 
_ the members of this class are sent to their seats, and are told to 
write what they have just read. The spectator goes up and down 
the aisles, looking at the writing of the children. How some of 
them brighten up when he approaches! They show him their work, 
proud of what they have accomplished. Some of them really do 
write quite nicely; others, however, are surly, cover up their work 
or hide it, look at the spectator as though they would like to chase 
- him out of the room, look upon him as an intruder, and will even 
refuse to answer a question politely put. Now another class takes 
the floor, and then you may hear some reading, for they are more 
advanced and able to read with some intelligence, and you are 
able to understand them. 

At ten o’clock comes a reeess of fifteen minutes. 
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After recess, arithmetic is the study. No books are used. All 
work is done on the blackboard. Simple problems in addition, 
subtraction, and multiplication form the lesson, and the results at 
times are truly everything but encouraging. Yet we dare not be 
discouraged. However, it is not entirely hopeless work, for some 
of the children do grasp something of the rudiments of arithmetic. 
Now the dinner-hour. 

At one o’clock, school takes up again, and the first thing on 
the program is choral practise, 1.30—2. This part of the day’s 
program is the most popular with the children, for they do love 
to sing. They never tire of it, and how they can sing! From 
2 to 2.15 recess, and then English reading until 3.30. This is very 
similar to your experience with the class in German reading. From 
3.30 to 4, those who are able to do such work do basket-work, mak- 
ing all sorts of simple baskets in various shapes and forms. 
At four o’clock school closes. 

This may give you some conception of the work that is being 
done in our school. It will also, in some measure at least, give 
you an insight into the trials and peculiar difficulties which our 
teachers have to put up with and try to overcome. You will 
realize that our teachers must be equipped with an unusual amount 
of patience. Patience, patience, and again patience are the main 
requirements for our teachers, and we can be thankful to God that 
He has given our institution teachers who have patience and en- 
durance, and who really love their work. No one who is not filled 
with love for these poor, unfortunate creatures and is not willing 
to work because he has an inclination for this work, can in any 
measure meet the necessary requirements. One who does this work 
from any other motive but love will not last very long at this 
institution; for the work is exacting, the scenes are often heart- 
rending, and the manifold peculiarities of the work beggar descrip- 
tion. The test of patience often goes beyond human endurance, 
and yet these teachers must grin and bear it. They must at all 
times be obliging, cheerful, ready to answer all questions, even the 
most foolish that one can imagine. Again, they must have a vast 
knowledge of human nature with its vast amount of various 
caprices, desires, inclinations, fancies, whims, and vagaries. They 
must be strict, yet loving disciplinarians. 

Such is our school. Such is the work of our teachers. Such 
is the work to achieve the object or goal set for our institution, 
an institution for providing for the spiritual needs of its inmates 
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as a first consideration, an open door to the life to come for the 
unfortunates of the human race. 

Now, my dear friends and fellow-Christians, do not forget 
your institution on the banks of the Rock River in Watertown, Wis. 
Pray for ever-increasing success for our difficult work in the 
schools, that our Lord may give our teachers the necessary strength 
and patience to bear their heavy burdens. With a willing heart 
help to lighten the burden of your representatives here by giving 
material aid to the utmost of your ability. — Bote aus Bethesda. 


Report of the School Board. 


In this article we wish to present to the readers of the ScHooL 
JOURNAL a brief review of the major activities of the School Board 
during the now declining year of 1921. 

The opening of this year found the Board still without an 
executive secretary, though initial steps had been taken to call one. 
Early in the year Prof. O. F. Rusch of River Forest was called for 
the position, but he did not accept. The period of doubt as to 
whether the office of an executive secretary was really a necessity, 
or whether, in view of the depleted condition of the Synodical 
Treasury, the Board should undertake to put Synod to this extra 
expense, had been long and troublesome and fraught with difficul- 
ties, but it was now past. This one thing was now very plain to all 
members of the Board: If we wish to function properly, we need 
a man who devotes his entire time to the carrying out of our work. 

In the month of February the Board was instrumental in call- 
ing a general school conference of representatives from the various 
Districts of our Synod and the Wisconsin Synod for the purpose of 
discussing the problems which our schools were and, to a certain 
degree, are still facing. Aside from marking the beginning of a 
much-desired cooperation between the Districts and of the School 
Board’s consiructive program, it was very interesting and elevating 
and made for mutual encouragement in local difficulties and for 
a clearer vision on doubtful points. 

Immediately after the conference a second call was sent out 
for an executive secretary, and by the beginning of April the Board 
succeeded in procuring some one for this position. 

A new period began — that of planning and outlining the 
work. Taking into consideration the pioneer duties confronting 
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the new official, the reader will not he surprised to hear that this 
period extended over months and has not come to its close as yet. 
By analyzing and diagraming the tasks which Synod prescribed to 
us at Detroit, we struck avenues of approach from the very start, 
but often noticed that this, that, and the other thing should be 
attended to before we could proceed successfully along the lines 
first imagined. Certain phases demanding immediate attention 
were taken up, while others were kept in course of preparation. 
In spite of the fact that the School Board had been in existence 
for about nine months and done much work, — evidenced by the 
bulk of correspondence that had accumulated, — its work proper 
had a real beginning at this time. There was no contact established 
between District boards and the General Board, no system of cor- 
respondence, and no information on Districts and District boards. 
There was no office equipment: no stationery, no typewriter, no 
filing cabinet, no information, no records, nothing, in fact, except 
the correspondence mentioned above and willing hearts to com- 
mence a great work in the interest of our Christian schools. 

Since June regular monthly meetings are being held which 
are attended by the Executive Secretary, who usually reports on 
the month’s work and submits topics for consideration and action 
by,the Board. The Recording Secretary has been requested to send 
monthly reports to the JouRNAL. Just now there is a vacancy in 
the secretaryship, as Rev. Geo. Gotsch, who served the Board 
creditably and willingly up to the present time, has accepted a call 
to Southern Indiana. 

Some of the topics the Board has had under consideration and 
upon many of which it took definite action are: The Nebraska, 
Jowa, and Ohio language-test cases; the Sterling-Towner and the 
Kenyon bills in Congress; the new Michigan law; the new Michi- 
gan educational campaign; the language-test cases before the 
Federal Supreme Court; a meeting of delegates from all States 
having language laws; the place of residence of the Executive 
Secretary; office equipment; office help; subscriptions for educa- 
tional magazines; news service; system of correspondence; articles 
for our church periodicals; clergy fare certificates for teachers; 
the question of teacher suffrage at synodical meetings; appoint- 
ment of a committee to recommend text-books for the schools and 
professional books for the teachers; the question of female teachers ; 
the ladies’ seminary; the shortage of teachers; regaining former 
teachers; gaining boys for the teachers’ colleges; the LUTHERAN 
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ScHooL JourNAL and how to increase the number of its subscribers ; 
plans for conducting our work; the gathering of statistics and 
coordinating our statistical work with that of Synod’s Statistician ; 
our higher institutions and their influence on the school situation ; 
our visiting system; appointment of a Legal Advisory Committee ; 
engaging the services of a recognized constitutional lawyer; mak- 
ing a digest of all laws affecting our schools; and a host of minor 
things, too numerous to mention. Special reports were made on 
conferences and synodical meetings attended by the Executive 
Secretary. 

Time and space forbid us to enter upon a discussion of the 
items mentioned above in this article; but we hope from time to 
time to keep the readers of the JouRNAL posted on actions taken 
by the Board. 

At present we are busily engaged in recording the information 
which we obtained by a questionnaire to the pastors of Synod. 
Not all have replied, however. May we ask you, dear reader, to 
aid us in getting all replies? 

Another request: If you find interesting articles and news 
items in the daily papers, in magazines, in school journals, and 
you do not care to keep them, would you have the kindness to send 
them to us? Also letters of information and pictures are gratefully 
received. We classify all information and file it for future use. 

Trusting that the Lord will graciously bless our feeble and 
imperfect efforts in the interest of our dear Christian schools when 
implored to do so, we hope that the brethren far and near will bear 
us in mind when praying: “Thy kingdom come!” A. C. Sr. 


Zur Schulmeifterwahl. 
Von Schuljuperintendent Fr. Meyer. 


Der alte Lehrer Traugott Redlic) war geftorben. Neummd- 
vierzig Sabre hatte er die Kinder der ,,Gemeinde an der Rreugroad” 
nad bejtem Wijjen und RKonnen unterridtet und ergogen. Drei 
Generationen waren bet ifm in die Schule gegangen. Bis auf 
wenige 2Musnahmen waren alle Glieder der Gemeinde jeine Sdiiler 
gewefen. Wenn auch unter feinen Biglingen fid) feine weltberiihmten 
Gelehrte, StaatSmanner, Paul- und Federhelden befanden, fo hatte 
dod) Gemeinde an der Rreuzroad” eine gewijje Beriihmtheit 
erlangt: auf die Geridt8miiblen de3 Countys und de3 Staates Hatten 
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,die von der Rreugroad” nod) nie ein Rornlein geliefert! Nur ein 
eingigmal war der Sheriff dagewejen, al$ er eines jdhinen Gommer- 
tages fic) mit feinen feds Gebilfen da8 Vergniigen madte, per Auto 
durd) das gwolf Meilen [ange Tal ,derer an der Rreugroad” gu 
fahren: fie famen gar nicht heraus aus ihrem Erjtaunen iiber die 
pradtigen Saujer, modernen Stallungen, fergengeraden, reinen Fen- 
3en, glatten Pferde und woblgenahrten Rinder. Und dann dieje 
jolide, peinlich ‘rein gehaltene Runftitrake, die daS Tal der Lange 
nad) durdgog! -Da etwas an der Mafdine auger Ordnung war, 
Gielten fie vor der Sdhmiede an der Rreugroad an und trafen mit 
Lehrer Redlich gujammen, der eben die Schule erdffnen wollte. Der 
Sheriff war friiher felbjt ein paar Sabre, ehe jeine Eltern in die 
Stadt gogen, bei dem alten Herrn zur Schule gegangen, und jo nahm 
er dejjen freundlide Einladung gerne an; gange Gefelljdaft 
betrat die gwar nidt mehr gang neue, aber dod) {chin eingeridtete 
Sule. 

Der Lehrer ftand bei der Erflarung de8 vierten Gebots. Beim 
Verlajjen der Schule jagte der Sheriff etwas fleinlaut 3u jeinen 
Gebhilfen: ,,Boys, wenn im County nur folde Schulen waren wie 
die hier, dann braudten wir feine bejonderen Sugendgericdte, und 
ibr fonntet euch aud) nur nach einem andern job umjehen; denn das 
Sheriffgamt wiirde faum einen Mann ernahren!” Yn der 
Sheriffsoffice jtand von jegt ab ,,die Schule an der Rreuzroad” auf 
der accredited list. 

Much fiir die Kirde hatte die Schule ,an der Rreugroad” fich 
erwiejen eine Quelle reidhen Segen$; eine groke Anzahl Pajtoren 
und Lehrer und einige Profefforen an hdheren Lehranjtalten waren 
aus ihr bervorgegangen. Bet ihnen allen ftand ihr alter Lehrer in 
fiebem MXndenfen. Beim Leichenbegangnis dienten 
friihere Schiiler: im Hauje, auf der Rangel, am Altar, auf der 
Orgelbanf und an der Bahre. ,,Chrijtum liebhaben ijt beffer denn 
alles Wijfen” hatte Redlich felbjt al8 Leichentert bejtimmt. 

Nach der Bejtattung famen die Paftoren, Lehrer und Profefforen 
nod auf ein paar Stiindden im Pfarrhauje zujammen. Da erzablte 
der Schulvifitator, dah er den guten, alten Redlich bei der legten 
Rifitation gefragt habe, ob er auch gutweilen die “topic’-, die “so- 
cialized” und die “project”-Methoden anwende. Darauf habe er 
fopfidiitteind geantwortet: Blafius Wind, bei dem die englijde 
“schoolmarm” ohne, fiihbre fortwahrend abnlidflingende, neu- 
modijde Worte im Munde, er wiffe aber nidt, was damit gemeint jei. 
Der Vijitator fjolle ihm dieje neuen Methoden einmal vormaden, 
vielleicht fonne er fie dann nadmaden. Darauf habe er Redlich den 
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Rat gegeben, einmal nadhgulejen, was Frig Reuter iiber ,,die So- 
fratjde Methode” fage, und fid) dann daraus einen Ver$ madden! 
Wuf die Frage, ob er aud) die teachers’ institutes bejuche, habe 
Redlich geantwortet: ,Cinmal; aber e$ geniert mic, unter [auter 
jungen Damen gu figen und mich von Frauen unterridten 3u lajjen!“ 

Dann erzahlte der Ortspajtor, der fiinfunddreigig Yabhre lang 
mit dem Entjdlafenen in ungetriibter Cinigfeit gujammengearbeitet 
hatte, dap, alS der Beridt de3 Schulvijitator$ in der Gemeinde- 
verjammlung vorgelejen worden fei, da habe Herr Blajius Wind 
proteftiert gegen den vom Vijitator unterftridenen Sag: ,3n den 
Hauptiaden, den vier R’s einer chrijtlidjen Kinderjdhule (Religion, 
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic), wird Borgiigliches geleijtet.“ Da 
habe er viel geredet vom ,Heben” der Schule durd) “tropical”, 
“sociable” und “process-methids”, und dak Redlid) 3u ,,antif’ jei. 
Die Gemeinde habe aber nidt darauf gebordt: aus der platt- 
Deutfden Ecfe habe jemand ziemlid) deutlicd) gerufen ,Blahjus”, aus 
der bayrifden ,Blohfi” und der Vorjiker habe Wind" in jeinen 
Bart gebrummt! 

Da aufer einigen der anwejenden Profejjoren niemand diefen 
Herrn Blafius Wind fannte, der Ortspajtor erzablen. Blafius 
Wind war ein iiberall durchgefallener Student. Erjt hatte er als 
Pajtor jtudiert; ein ganges Sabr hatte er fic) ,,jtudieren3halber” auf 
dem College aufgebalten; da er aber abjolut fein atein fernen 
fonnte, fing er nadjtes im Lehrerfeminar wieder von vorne an. 
Aber aud) dort erbielt er den Rat, nicht wiederzufommen, da er 
gum Lehreramt 3u oberflachlicy und gu fabrig fei. Mun wollte er 
Npothefer werden und fing 3um dritten Male von vorne an in einer 
Npotheferfdule. Much hier bligte er durch. Dann hatte ein Leiden- 
beftatter ifn ebenfallS unbraudbaren Sdwadroneur entlafjen. 
Nadhdem er nod taujenderlet andere Dinge verjucht hatte, war er 
endlid) an die ,Rreugroad” gefommen, fiihrte hier einen fleinen 
Rramladen und beforgte daneben die Pojt (im wirklidjen und iiber- 
tragenen Ginne). Da er weder gu den Plattdeutidjen nod) ju den 
Bayern hielt (er nannte fic) einen ,Romospolen”), jo fpielte Serr 
Blafius Wind eine widhtigere Rolle, al ihm gufam. 

Nachdem die antwefenden Lehrer und Pajtoren dem Ortspajtor 
auf deffen Bitte nocd) einige Randidaten fiir die vafant gewordene 
Stelle genannt Hatten, gogen die meijten pon dannen; etlide aber 
blieben itber Nacht. 

Wm aweiter Sonntag nad dem Leidenbegangnis fand nun eine 
Gemeindeverjammlung jtatt zur Wahl eines neuen Lehrers fiir die 
Sdule an der ,Rreugroad”. Da jeit neunundvierzig Sabren fein 
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Lehrer und jeit fiinfunddreigig Jahren fein Pajtor gewabhlt worden 
war, batten nur einige wenige der ,,Rreugroader” je in ihrem Leben 
fiirs Lehramt ,gewablt”. Heute galt’ fiir die allermeijten, gum 
erjtenmal ihr Stimmredt ausguiiben, gu “voten”, in der Berufung 
eines chrijtliden Sugenderzieher$. Darum feblte auch einer; 
die plattdeutide und die bayrifde Seite der Kirche waren beide voll- 
bejegi; die erjteren waren in der Mehrgahl, darum jegte jid) der 
»Romospole”, Blafius Wind, wobhlweislicd) auf ihre Seite. Da feine 
der beiden ,Barteien” der andern den BVorrang in diefer widtigen 
Verjammlung einraumen wollte, wurde Blafius Wind einjtimmig 
gum Borfiger erwablt. 

Nadhdem der Paftor das Gebet gefprocjen hatte, erhob fich der 
Vorfiger, raujperte gupfte Rock und Wefte guredht und bielt 
folgende Rede: ,Da wir nun in jo gablreidher Verfammlung jet 
berjammelt find, um die feierlide Wahl eines Majdifters auszuiiben. 
Sch fiihle mich dabei innigit veranlagt, euch meine tiefjten Gefiihle 
auszudriiden, wo e8 eine jehr widtige Angelegenheit ijt bei der Wahl 
eineS modernen Majdijters. Berehrtejte Sdhulfollegen! Wir wiffen 
alle, und ich habe auch jehr erfahren, dak unjere Sdule, welde 
unter dem alten Lehrer jehr im Riicjtande war, beziiglid) der moder- 
nen Rulturereignijje; ‘was aber davon herfommt, weil dak wir bis 
datum fein gang gebildeter Lehrer nidt befejfen haben. ‘Methids’ 
miiffen fein. Wer die drei ‘methids’, ‘tropical’, ‘sociable’ und 
‘process’, nicht beherrjden tut, und der ijt jdhwadh in der Padagogif, 
poetijd wie praxifd. Und dabher fommt dak er jo wenig geijtreicde 
Perfonalitaten unterridtet hat, und weil unjere Schule nicht ,affriti- 
tiert ijt.” (,,Quaffelhanne3!“ hirte man giemlich deutlic) aus der 
hinterften bayrijden Ede.) ,,Da ich mid) nun aud hier verjammelt 
habe bei diefer feierliden Wahl als Vorjfiker, darum miifjen wir 
folgende Leiftungen an den neuen Lehrer ridjten. 

erfte ijt darin, dak er Schenie und Talent geige. Nur eit 
fchenievoller Lehrer mit bornehmen Talenten fann jeine Forderungen 
polljtandig begniigen. Wnder$ wird nidts aus. Yeh rede mit Er- 
fabrung. 

ift, dak er in Religisfetat und Mtoraletat ftar€ fei, 
befonder8 in rationaler Vernunft, wo die Auslegung de$ jpesififden 
Glaubens hineinfommt, weil da8 ein ‘process’ ift; denn die ‘process: 
methid’ ijt moralijd. 

,Sum dritten mug der Lehrer eng verwandt fein mit Runjt und 
Wiffenfdhaft. Was der Vifitator fchreibt von den vier R’s, aber ich 
fage, fie befriedigen nidjt mehr in der jekigen Steigung, wenn die 
Rulturerfdeinungen viel hoher gehen [,,.Schapsfopp!” flang e3 aus 
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der plattdeutiden wobei vorgiiglid&) darauf balten ijt, dak 
Die Rinder mehr geijtreid) denfen, reden und fdhreiden lernen. Der 
Geijtesreidjtum ijt die hodjte Stufe, und die der Mafdijter intus 
haben, und da8 ijt da8 erjte Rejultat der modernen Padagogif aus 
der Projdpeftife. 

vierten fommen die natiirliden Wijfenjdaften, weil die 
Kinder den BVejtandteil der Atmujphare unterjdeiden fonnen. Wie 
follen fie dagegen da8 Témperament unterjdeiden, wenn fie das 
Phanomén einjehen? Die Natur ijt gang ander al8 vor fiinfsig 
Sabhre: fie ijt norm vorgejdritten, und wer nicht folgt, bleibt hinten, 
und da8 fic) in unfjerm geflarten Sahrhundert gar nicht pro- 
tejdieren! Denn der jagt: 


Erleuchtet das Jahrhundert ift -- 
Der Efel Stroh und Difteln frift. 


Sdheagraphie darf nidjt fo bleiben; denn da 
weifs jeder StaatSmann, die Fundamentalbaji$ der Grundlage eines 
Rulturgejekes auf die Sdheagraphie eingejtellt werden. Nod 
ich befonders beifiigen von der hijtoriellen 
denn wo follte ander3 ein 100 per cent. ‘paytriott’ dabei heraus- 
fommen? Wenn man vergleicdht gwifden einer Gemeindefdule und 
einer Sreijdule, dann ijt der Unterjdied im Erftaunen begriffen be- 
gliglic) der feinen Bildung und der Redefertigfeit, wo id) felbjt fie 
nidjt habe gelernt in der Gemeindejdule, weil die Gefdhichtstultur 
fehr im Schwunge jtand in meiner Schule, wo die ‘sociable methid’ 
fehr bliihte. 

»Serehrte Sdhulfollegen! Yeh fehlieke nun mit dem Sauptpuntt, 
welder gejebt ift in der Bildung, namlid von wegen der Salbbildung. 
&8 ijt eine {chenerelle Rlage unter gebildete Gelehrte, nicht 
fo fei, jondern die mehriten Schullehrer nur halb und nidt gang. 
Sie haben feine credits, darum muf verlangt jein, dab der die Schule 
3u ertwwablende Lehrer auch etlicje credits habe; denn ohne weldjes er - 
nur ein halbgebildeter Menjdh fein wird. Sch nun, indem id 
endige. Wher forciert die Bildung bei diejer Wahl, wo 
das Wohl de8 Gangen davon abjteht. Zum Sdlug mit den 
drei ‘methids’ nicht hapern: darauf muk der wablende Mafdijter ver- 
pflidtet werden. Denn wo eine Gemeinde dieje nidt aufnimmt, wo 
fonnen wir da nod bon der Hebung Sdhulwefens abjtimmen! 
Denn der Didter fagt: Das Alte ftiirgt, und auf dem Neuen bliihen 
die Puinen “ 

MS Herrn Blafius Wind der Wind ausSgegangen war und die 
mipbilligende Unrube fic) gelegt hatte, erhob fid) der Serr Paftor, um 
die , Rede” de8 Vorfigers gu erflaren, guredjtguftellen, guriicfguweijen. 
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AWilein Vater Schulz fiel ihm in die Rede mit den Worten: ,,Herr 
Paftubr, Sie brauchen fic nid) gu verdefenderen von wegen des Ge- 
tratidh. Sef jlage vor, das wir den erjten Rannerdat auf der Prajes- 
lijte, T[ehahn Huber, al8 Sdhaulmejter wablen.” Beit Weber, den 
man ingwifden aus feinem Sc&hlummer aufgeriittelt hatte, unter{tiigte 
den Vorfdhlag. Nun fing Blajius wieder an mit der Verpflidtung 
auf die drei “methids”; allein, Corl Strucf, “der Blacksmitt”, erhob 
fich gwar nicht jelbjt, wohl aber feine geballte Fauft und feine frajtige 
Stimme, rief und fprad: ,,Aufs Befenntniif, nid) auf Blabjiujjens 
‘methids’, wat iimmer dat wajen mag!“ Und Eberhard Schwab rief 
aus der Bavernede: ,Mter moan$ oa aju!” Bei diefer merfrwiir- 
digen Ginftimmigfeit gwifden den Plattdeutfden und den Bayern 
hielt Blafius Wind doc) fiir geraten, ohne weitereS iiber die 
gemadten Vorfdlage abjtimmen gu lafjen; und fo wurde Sohn Suber 
einftimmig zum Schulmeijter an der ,,Rreugroad” erwablt und nur 
Befenntnis verpflidtet, und beide ,PBarteien” nahmen fic) vor, 
den neuen Schulmeifter gu gegen die ,,Projdpeftife” der 
Padogogif de3 Romospolen Blafius Wind und diefen nie wieder 3um 
Vorfiker bei einer Lehrerwahl madden! 


As Others See Us. 


During the last few months the editors of the LurHeran 
ScHooL JourNAL have received numerous communications from 
various sources. One of the writers suggests that the editors estab- 
lish a Correspondence Corner, in which some space be devoted to 
anwering questions upon timely topics. A conference, through its 
secretary, asks that articles be prepared upon the various educa- 
tional movements of the day. Another writer wishes more lessons 
of a practical nature. And so various wishes are made known to 
the editors. 

Naturally the editors are very much concerned as to the wishes 
of the readers of the JourNAL, and as far as it is in their power, 
they endeavor to provide suitable pedagogical literature for all 
classess of readers. However, the readers of the JouRNAL are 
a varied class of individuals, with varied desires and inclinations. 
The one wishes articles upon music, the other papers upon the 
latest methods, a third is very much interested in psychology, and 
a fourth busies himself with the very latest movements in educa- 
tion, and wishes information upon the latest developments in this 
particular field, ete. 
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All these desires and inclinations are legitimate, and the f 
editors believe that as far as space can be given in the JouRNAL 
to the various phases of education, it should be done. Yet it would 
be impossible for the editors themselves to write all the articles 
and to supply all the information that is requested. Some teachers 
are particularly interested in some specific movement and make 
a special study of it. If the movement is of general interest, it 
will undoubtedly be conferring a benefit upon other teachers if 
a teacher who has studied such a movement and familiarized him- 
self with the detail writes a brief and concise résumé of what he 
has discovered, and thus shares with others what he has learned. 
The editors have received several contributions of this nature 
during the past months, and have been very glad to give the 
readers of the JourNaL the benefit of the experience and studies i 
of others. 

Yet even when literature of this description is provided, there 
may be an individual reader who has not yet been provided with 
what he desires. While this may be true of one number, another 
number may contain just what this reader wishes. That this is 
true was forcibly brought to the attention of the editors in a letter 
to the editor-in-chief from a pastor who is a subscriber of the 
JOURNAL, and who evidently also reads it. This pastor says: — 

“T would like to take this occcasion to say that I have been 
a subscriber of THE LuTHERAN ScHoo. JourNaL for some years. 
At times I have been tempted to discontinue my subscription on 
account of lack of time and money. When a pastor considers the 
amount of time he ought to put upon the study of the sources, — 
first the source, the Bible, and then Luther, the Book of Con- 
cord, etc., — and that at the same time he ought to keep and read j 
the many synodical periodicals published for all Christians in i 
general and some for the clergy in particular, not to speak of one ' 
or more secular magazines to keep abreast with the times, — then 
he feels like reducing the number of his periodicals to a minimum. 
And still it is said truly: ‘Der Pastor sollte auch das Schulblatt ; 
halten.’ This I have been doing, and I must say that the ScHoon | 
JOURNAL is one of the best edited papers in our Synod, and that, : 
even though I do not get time to read every article, a perusal of 
its pages: has kept me in touch with educational matters, and has 
helped to keep up my enthusiasm for our Missouri Synod school 
system. At the last Delegate Synod the question was raised: 
‘Should the Scoot JourNnat continue to exist?” Well, I should i 

hope so! If we pastors need three professional magazines, —- 
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Lehre und Wehre, Theological Monthly, and Homiletic Magazine, 
— the teachers certainly need one, and this one will be of value 
also to all pastors, whether teaching school or not. If strong and 
systematic efforts are made to get every teacher to be a subscriber 
(and I hear that there are some who are not), and to get as many 
pastors as possible to subscribe, then the JourNnat should easily be 
on a self-supporting basis. 
“Wishing you Godspeed, I remain, 
“A ‘PASTORAL’ SUBSCRIBER.” 
M. 
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Starck’s Prayer-Book. From the German edition of Dr. F. Pieper. Trans- 
lated and edited by W. H. 7. Dau. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The Scxoor. JourNAL believes that the publishers have given a splendid 
description of the book in their introductory remarks sent to the editors of 
various papers and magazines, to which little can be added. They say: — 

“J. F. Starck, a Lutheran theologian who died in 1756, has furnished 
Protestant Christians a prayer-book that has maintained its popularity 
through two centuries, not only in its original language, German, but also 
in translated editions. There have been English editions before. None of 
the existing editions, however, could completely satisfy our trade, not even 
the original German editions. For that reason Dr. Pieper, many years ago, 
revised the original German edition, and our firm has for over a score of 
years been successfully marketing this revised German edition. 

“Now Professor Dau was kind enough to undertake the laborious task 
of preparing an English version based on Dr. Pieper’s German version, and 
also of comparing, as he went along, the English editions published by 
Kohler of Philadelphia, and by the German Literary Board, Burlington, 
Iowa. The reproduction of Starck’s poetry Professor Dau found practically 
impossible; he therefore gathered from many sources poetical selections in 
substitution of that of the German edition. f 

“As to the contents of the book itself, — which really is, according to 
Starck’s own arrangement, a series of five books bound in one, — not much 
need be said, as ‘Starck’s book’ is almost universally known in Protes- 
tant circles. 

“The first division of the book contains Starck’s regular devotional ex- 
ercises, gratefully used by hundreds of thousands during the past two cen- 
turies, a special division for festival seasons, and special prayers of thanks 
for spiritual and bodily blessings. The second division is for the use of the 
afflicted; the third division for the use of the sick; the fourth division for 
the use of the dying and those attending death-beds. Book Five contains 
prayers for special occasions in great variety. 

“There are appended to the book Starck’s motherhood prayers for all 
occasions, a special mother’s prayer-book of 80 pages, which has proved an 
invaluable blessing to many mothers. 
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“Mechanically the book, we think, is the best edition yet offered. It is 
printed in large, readable type on good, substantial paper, durably and 
attractively bound in silk crépe blue cloth, with gilt and blind stamping on 
front cover and back. (Style C.) The price is $2.25, postpaid. 

“For presentation purposes we also issue an edition in our well-known 
divinity circuit seal grain, gilt-edge binding, a beavftiful and useful present 
for all occasions — birthday, confirmation, wedding, Christmas, prolonged 
sick-bed, etc. The price of this edition, which will be known as Style D.C., 
is $5.00, postpaid.” W. C. K. 


Proceedings of the Sixth Convention of the English District of the 
Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 45 cts. 


These proceedings contain an interesting historical paper, read by 
Rev. Wm. Dallmann, on “Miles Coverdale,” showing how Coverdale came 
under Luther’s influence and issued several editions of the Bible in English, 
followed by a description of his pastorate in Germany and his first English 
Lutheran hymnal. W. C.K. 


Synodalberidt Midigan-Diftrifts der Cv.-Luth. Synode von Mijjouri, 
Ohio u. a. St. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Preis: 
37 Cts. 


Wugker der iblichen Ynformation von feiten der Beamten und Komiz 
teen enthalt diefer Bericht eine Wbhandlung iiber das Thema: ,,Bon der 
Kirche; wie fie befchaffen und tworan jie gu erfennen ijt.“ &. 


Synodalberidt de3 Minnefota-Diftrifts der Cv.-Luth. Synode von Nifjouri, 
Ohio u.a..St. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Srei8: 
30 Cts. 

Prajes Mever fchildert in feiner Prajidialrede das jfdnelle Wadhstum 
DeS Diftrifts und beantiwortet dann die Frage: ,,Wokher ijt diefer Erfolg ge- 
fommen?“ in gang trefflider Weijfe aus Gottes Wort, worauf das geit- 
gemage Referat folgt, in tweldem P. Kung die feelenverderbliden Wbtwege 
unferer Zeit in der Lehre von Chrijto, unferm Heiland, offenbart und davor 
twarnt. C.K. 


Synodalberidt de3 Nord-Blinvi3-Diftrifts der Cv.-Luth. Synode von 
fouri, Obio u. a. St. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Kreis: 33 Cts. 


Sn der Shnodalrede heift e3 unter anderm: ,3ur CErlangung der 
Seligfcit follen nicht bloR die Sffentlichen Gottesdienjte dienen, fondern auch 
alleS andere, twa3 von Gemeinfdhafts tegen unternommen tvird. Cine 
Gemeinde grimdet und erhalt eine Gemeindefdule vornehmlich gu dem 
Bwed, dak ihre Kinder bon Qugend auf unteriviejen werden gur Seligfeit. 
Nicht das certificate fiir die Hochfehule, fo wiinfchenSiwert dies auch ijt, fon- 
dern die Reife gur Konfirmation mu da3 Biel der Schule fein.“ Das find 
behergigenStwerte Worte. — Das Referat fiihrt die herrliche Lehre vom 
foniglicen Chrijti aus und zeigt Chrijtum al3 den tounderbaren 
Konig feines dreifachen Reides. Die Lehre vom und Gnadenz 
reich Chrifti wurde beendet. Die Lehre vom Chrenreich foll, will’s Gott, 
bei der nadften Sibung befproden twerden. BW. C.K. 


i 
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Synodalberidt North Dafota- und Montana-Diftrifts der Cv.-Luth. 
Synode von Nifjouri, Ohio u.a. St. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 35 
Diefer Bericht enthalt ein gang vorgiiglicjes Referat iiber die Frage: 
/ Was lernen wir von Luther gu Worms?” Der Referent, D. F. Pieper, 
fiifrt in einer flaren und fiir jeden verftandliden Weife folgende Punfte 
aus: Die Hauptereigniffe, das Urteil der Welt und das Urteil der Chrijten 
iiber Luthers Verhalten zu Worms. °Wus Gnaden, ohne des Gefebe Werke 
(sola gratia). Unfere Wertfdhabung de3 Gnadenevangeliums. °llein die 
Heilige Schrift ijt Quelle und Richtfdnur der chrijtliden Lehre (sola Scrip- 
tura). Die Heilige Schrift ijt nicht dunfel, fondern far. Wem ijt die flare 
Sedhrift duntel? 
Wenn wir bedenfen, wie gerade in unferer Beit der Yndifferenti3mus 
immer mehr um fich greift, wenn twir fehen miiffen, wie die Heilige Schrift 
immer mehr beifeitegejchoben wird, und man auch in lutherifden RKreijen 
anfangt da8 auszufpreden, man bor gwangig Qahren faum gu denfen 
twagte, namlich, e3 fei fein fo grofer Unterfdied giwifden den Vefenntniffen 
Der verfdhiedenen fondern e3 ware an der Beit, 
man Ddiefe fleinen Unterfchiede fallen laffe oder doch verjchtveige und fich die 
BVruderhand reiche, fo follten wir mit um fo gréferem Ernft, Luther nach- 
ahmend, fiir die reine Lehre eintreten. 
Diejer Bericht follte weite Verbreitung finden. BW. C.K. 


Synodalberidt Oregon- und Wafhington-Diftrifts der Cv.-Luth. Synode 
bon Mifjouri, Ohio und andern Gtaaten. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. rei: 15 Cts. 


Sn der Prajidialrede meift der DiftriftSprafes hin auf aivei Kranf- 
heiten, tworan unfer Synodaltwefen frank: Arbeitermangel und Geld- 
mangel, und gibt furg an, tie beide itbertvunden werden fonnen. Die 
Lehrverhandlungen find in verfiirgter Form twiedergegeben. W. C. K. 


Amerifanifder Kalender fiir deutfche Lutheraner auf da3 Yahr 1922. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. rei8: 15 Cts. 

Lutheran Annual 1922. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 15 cts. 


Both are good. In some congregations it is customary that the pastor 
sells the annuals, in others, that the elders sell them for the congregation, 
and in still others the teachers. No matter what mode of procedure in this 
respect is customary, teachers belonging to the Missouri Synod should help 
the sale of our annuals by drawing the attention of the children to them. 

W. 


Der 46. Pfalm. Das Schub- und Trublied der Lutherifdjen Kirde. Refe- 
rat, vborgetragen bor der Shynode de3 Nord-Wisconjin-Dijtrifts und 
auf defjen Vefdlup dem Drud iibergeben von ¥. Rrebmann, 
Ph. D., B.D. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. F Preis: 
25 


Dr. Kregmann fiihrt in diefem Pamphlet von 51 Seiten 6X9 befonders 
Drei Stiide aus, namlich im erften WAbfdnitt: Der der Kirche beim 
Stiirmen der Feinde; im astveiten Wbfdnitt: Die ficdhere Rube und Ge- 
borgenheit der Kirche Gottes inmitten aller Feinde; im dritten Wbfdnitt: 
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Die Herrlichfeit der Kirche beim endlicen Untergang der Feinde. Diejer 
Pjalm war die Quelle reichen Troftes fiir den Reformator Luther in feinen 
triibjten Stunden. 

Der Schreiber diefe3 fam fiirglich in ein Heim, deffen Haupt noch immer 
al3 ein Chrift galt. Wuf dem Tifeh lagen verfchiedene Biicher und Beit- 
friften, unter anderm Photo Play, Police Gazette, Illustrated World, Liter- - 
ary Digest, Art Magazine. Seine eingige Schrift war gu feben, die auf 
Hriftlidje Literatur deutete. Gollten wir Prediger und Lehrer, die wir Er- 
gieher de3 fein follen, nicht alle Hebel in Bewegung feben, folde 
Literatur in die Haufer gu bringen, die den chriftliden Sinn ergiehen und 
den Glauben jtarfen? Der wweltliche, materialijtijdhe Sinn nimmt iiber- 
hand. Gr zeigt fich in den Gefpracen, die gefiihrt, in den Biichern, die ge- 
lefen werden, in der Mufif, die man fpielt und jingt, in den gefellfdhaftliden 
Zufjammentiinften, furg, iiberall. Des Ergiehers Aufgube ijt nun nidt, 
er BVegehr de3 Volfe$ nacdhgebe, fondern dic, dah er den Gefchmacd, den 
. Sinn, die Neiqung der Menfchen in andere VBahnen gu lenfen fich ernjtlid 


beftrebe. 
Unjere Synode Hat fo viel fchine chrijftliche Literatur, dak wir unfern 
Laien cine reiche Wuswahl anbieten fonnen. 


Faith-Cure. The Practise Sometimes Miscalled““Divine Healing.” A study 
of its methods and an appraisal of its claims. By Th. Graebner. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 10 cts. 

The untiring Professor Graebner has again written a timely disserta- 
tion, viz., a refutation of faith-cure, and our wide-awake Publishing House 
has not hesitated to publish it in pamphlet form, although the chapters had 
first been printed in the Lutheran Witness. The Publishing House recog- 
nized the necessity of such a treatise. It is interestingly written from be- 
ginning to end, and will surely be appreciated by our lay-members. 

W. C.K. 


Gine fleine Kraft. (Offenb. 3,8.) Werden und BWachfen einer ftaatsfreien 
ev.zluth. Gemeinde. Fejtichrift gum fiinfzigiahrigen Yubilaum der 
feparierten ev.-futh. St. Yohannisgemeinde 11. W. KN. gu Planik. Ym 
Muftrag der Gemeinde verfakt von ihrem Paftor, Mt. Will fomm. 
Mit gahlreichen Vildern. 160 Seiten. Verlag de3 Schriftenvereins, 
Bwidau, Sacdhfen. Preis: $1.00. 

Hier haben tir eine iiberaus interefjante Gemeindegefhidte. Nicht nur 
ijt fie fiir unfere GlaubenSgenofjen in Deutjchland fehr lefenSwert, denn 
mit der Gefchichte diefer Gemeinde ijt die Gefdhichte der iibrigen Gemeinden 
in Gachfen und die Gefchichte der Freifirche eng verfniipft, fondern auch uns 
hiergulande bietet fie viel de3 Sntereffanten. Wird doch in diefem Buch, 
tveil fie an der Gemeinde arbeiteten, oft de3 [angeren von Mannern beridtet, 
Die uns Hier fchon befannt find, teilS weil wir Schriften von ihnen 
gelefen haben, weil fie auch in unferer Ghnode tatig getvejen find, 
teil3 tweil wir unter un3 Briider und Sihne von ihnen im Pfarr- und 
Sdulamt haben. Das find Manner wie Ruhland, Stidhardt, Willfomm, 
Reuter, Herrmann u. a.m. Befonders anfdaulich ijt gefdildert, wie tunz 
Derbar der HErr dieje Gemeinde gefiihrt, wie er fie immer twieder gegen die 
vielen Anfeindungen bebiitet, tie fie ,den BVetweis erbracht hat, dak auch in 
Deutfdhland freie OrtSgemeinden beftehen fonnen — 
ohne die Stiigen und Feffeln de3 Staates”, trokdem diefer Gemeinde gleich 
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nad) dex Entftehung der baldige Untergang getveisfagt wurde. Fiir unfere 
Lehrer ijt noch befonders intereffant finfte und neunte Rapitel, denn 


in erjterem lefen wir, wie die Gemeinde die dhriftlide Erziehung ihrer 


Sugend angelegen fein lies. Nicht nur hat die Gemeinde jebt eine grofe 
Gemeindefdule, in der 200 Kinder von vier Lehrfraften unterrichtet werden, 
jondern fie hatte auch langere eit eine Keinfinderfdule und eine Latein- 
fdule. wird in diefem Kapitel von den Sugend- und Gefangvereinen 
bericdhtet. Das neunte und lebte RKapitel, betitelt: ,,Die jchonen Gottes- 
Dienjte de3 HErrn”, ijt deshalb fiir unfere Lehrer lehrreich, weil man darin 
ein anjdaulices Bild nicht nur von einem nad fiturgijden Regeln ab- 
gehaltenen Hauptgottesdienjt erhalt, fondern auch von mit Liturgifden Hand- 
fungen berbundenen Taufen, Trauungen, Vegrabnifjen ujw. Wer das Buch 
Yieft, freut fic), DaB in dem rationaliftifden Deutfchland eine fo erfenntni3- 
reicje, befenntni$mutige und opferiwillige Gemeinde blitht, die un3 in diefer 
Hinjidht gewiR ein Vorbild fein fann, und man wird fiderlid wiinfden, 
Doch recht viele andere dies Buch Lefen médhten. M. 


Wie ermuntert die Schrift zur Wobhltitigfeit an der Hand verfdiedener 
Sprithe? Bur Majjenverteilung geeignet. Herausgegeben von der 
Wohltatigkeitsfonfereng innerhalb der Cv.-Luth. Synodalfonfereng 
von Bejtellungen jind gu ricten an Lutheran Deaconess 
Home, 2916 Fairfield Ave., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Die Wobhltatigkeitsfonfereng hat e3 fich bejfonder3 gur Aufgabe gemacht, 
der leiblidjen Not der Chrijten fo viel mdglich abgubelfen. Yn ihren 
Verjammlungen haben die Glieder mit grokem Ernjt beraten, wie man am 
bejten die bom Elend betroffenen Chrijten die Not abuehmen oder fie doch 
Tindern fann, und e3 fann nicht geleugnet werden, dag fie {chon Grofes in 
Diejer Ridtung getan haben. Yn diefem Traftat wird nun, um einen fraf- 
tigen Wnfporn gu diefem Werke gu geben, gegeigt, twelch hohe Wnforde- 
rungen die Schrift an diejenigen ftellt, die in diefer Arbeit tatig fein wollen. 
€3 werden die folgenden Puntte befproden: ,,1. Die berufenen Vertwalter 
der Wohltatigkeit follen ein gut Geriicht haben. 2. Die berufenen ‘Veriwalter 
der Wobhltatigkeit follen voll de3 Heiligen Geiftes fein. 3. Die berufenen 
Verwalter der Wobhltatigkit follen voll Weisheit fein.” Bu dem lebten 
Punkt fagt der Autor (S.14): ,Da da3 leiblide Clend viel mehr in die 
Augen fpringt das geiftlide, und da leiblide Wobhltatigkeit einen viel 
grigeren Schein hat bei der Welt als die fchlidte Predigt des Evangeliums, 
fo ijt e3 fiir einen Bertreter der Wohltatigkeit wejentlicd) leichter, Gelder 
fiir feine Sache fliiffig gu madden, 3.B. dem Wertreter chriftlider Er- 
giehungSinftitute. Wenn ein Vertreter der Wohltatigkeit nun nicht ein Mann 
boll Weisheit ijt, mag er vielleicht gar feine Freude daran haben, wenn feine 
Anftalt reichlid) fundiert ift, mahrend CErgiehungSanjtalten Not leiden. 
Darum gehirt Weisheit dagu, damit die Geber die Hauptjade nicht ver- 
nadlaffigen oder die Nebenfache unverhaltnismapig mit ihren Gaben be- 
denfen auf Roften der Hauptfade.“ W. C. K. 
Reading of the Bible in State Schools. By Fr. Meyer. Order copies 

from Rev. L. A. Linn, 620 Court St., Saginaw, Mich. 

This is a little tract of 15 pages, in which the writer, Fr. Meyer, Super- 
intendent of Schools of the Michigan District, sets forth very convincingly 
why the Bible can have no place in the public schools. The tract is well 
written. 
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Concordia Calendur. Published by the Concordia M. B. League, 106 N. 
La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. Price, 40 cts. 

This is the annual calendar of the Concordia M. B. League. It contains 
pictures and brief descriptions of all our synodical institutions of higher 
learning, brief descriptions of the various charitable and the educational 
institutions of Chicago. There are also a number of interesting stories. 

M. 


Waifenelend. Cine Crgahlung fiir jung und alt von Paul GSanfen. 
Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. Srei3: 25 Gt8. Qu bez 
giehen bom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Diefe Ergahlung fchildert das Clend der armen Waijen in fo ergreifen- 
Der Weije, dak jeder, der fie lieft, bon Mtitleid fiir die Waifen erfiillt wird. 


The Wonderful Christ-Child. A complete program for children’s Christ- 
mas-service. Compiled and arranged by R. A. Mangelsdorf. Success 
Printing Co., St. Louis, Mo. Order from Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. Single copies, 10 cts.; dozen, 80 cts.; hun- 
dred, $5.00. 


A serviceable liturgy. W. C. K. 


Ready to Serve. Sacred Song with Chorus. Words by N. J. Bakke. 
Music by Wm. F. Bertram. Published by Wm. F. Bertram, Music 
Publisher, Hannibal, Mo. Price, Single copies, 25 cts.; dozen, $1.75. 

Christ, Our Savior, is Born. Ghrijt, ber Netter, ijt dba. A Christmas 
anthem for pastor and children’s chorus. By F. Engel. Antigo Pub- 
lishing Co., Antigo, Wis. Price, 75 cts. 

To Us is Born the Savior. Der Heiland ijt geboren. Solo for either 
soprano or tenor with organ accompaniment. By Martin H. Schu- 
macher. Range of voice D—G2. Antigo Publishing House, An- 
tigo, Wis. Price, 50 cts. 


Von diejen dret Gefangsnummern ift der Text gur erften nur englijd, 
gu den beiden andern atveifpradig. Der de3 erften Stiicées, das den 
pjungen Lutheranern getwidmet“ ijt, ift bon dem fiirglich verftorbenen lang- 
jabrigen Negermiffionar Baffe verabfaRt worden: Der Tert agtveiten 
Stiide3 Hat P. Beyer und der de dritten Stiicdes P. H. KR. Mouffa gum 
Verfaffer. Die beiden lebten Stiicfe find bei der Weihnacht3feier gut gu 
gebraudjen. Dad lebte ijt ein recht gediegenes Gejangsfolo. Mancdhem 
Organiften ware e3 twillfommen, wenn twenigftens allgemein etivas iiber 
Regiftration und Gebrauch der Manuale bermerkt worden tware. Me. &. 
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On July 31, Walter G. Gerth was installed as teacher of St. Andrew’s 
Ev. Luth. School at Park Ridge, Ill., by the Rev. Hy. Richter. 

On the 16th Sunday after Trinity Carl P. Michel, formerly teacher at 
Seattle, Wash., was installed as sixth teacher of Zion Lutheran School at 
Fort Wayne, Ind., by the Rev. Henry C. Luehr. 


Altes 


Ynland. 
wZeuge und Angeiger”, cins unferer Wedhfelblatter, erfdeint jebt 
unter dem Namen Atlantic Bulletin, und gwar in doppelter Wusgabe, einer 
Deutfehen und einer englijden.  Gedrucdt wird Blatt in Erie, Pa. 
D. ©. Feth vom Concordia-College in Bronrville ijt der Redafteur. 
M. 
Wiederenfnahme Deutfdunterridts in Godjfdulen. Die offigielle 
Anfiindigung, der Unterricht im Deutfdhen in den Hochfdhulen in der , 
Vundeshauptitadt Wafhington, wo er durch verboten twar, 
wieder aufgenommen twerden fwiirde, bverfeblte nicht, aud) andern Stadten 
aur Nacheiferung gu dienen. Wenn der Kongref, der in allen Verwaltungs- 
fachen die ausfcdhlaggebende Stimme hat, den Unterricht im Deutfdhen nicht 
mehr fiir unerlaubt halt, fo diirften auch die Schulbehirden anderer Stadte 
Darin tweiterhin feine Gefahr fehen. Chicago verfiigte die Wiederaufnahme 
De3 Deutfchunterrichts in den Hochfdulen. Riirglich hat auch Madifon, die 
Hauptitadt de3 Staates Wisconfin, die Wiedereinfiihrung de3 Unterricht in 
Der Sprache befchlofjen, falls eine geniigende Angahl von Wnmelz 
Dungen erfolgt. Die Schulbehirden anderer Stadte haben auf die offizielle 
Aufhebung de3 KriegSguftandes mit Deutfdland gewartet, ehe fie in der 
Schritte taten. Die Bedenfen gegen die Wieder 
aufnahine Deutfdhunterricht3 find befonders durch das energijcdhe Cinz 
treten des fritheren Bundesfommiffars fiir das Ergiehungstwefen, Dr. Phi- 
lander Clarton, fiir denfelben dem Wege geraumt worden, und felbjt 
in den Kreijen, in twelchen die KriegShvfterie, die in vielen Fallen fich glan- 
gend begahlt madhte, am fchlimmiten tobte, beginnt man eingufehen, dak 
man fich unmdglich dem entgegenftemmen fonne. Dr. Clarz 
ton jagte: ,angjam,. vorlaufig noch nicht fo jehnell, fommt die deutfche 
Sprache wieder dahin guriicf, wo fie wegen de3 Kriege3 ausqemergt twurde. 
Sh glaube aber nicht, dak fie je wieder in joldhem Grade jtudiert werden 
wird bor dem RKriege. «Sie tourde mehr die irgendeiner andern 
Nation in den Schulen der Vereinigten Staaten gelehrt, weil wir cine grofe 
Angahl deutfehgeborner Biirger im Vande Hatten, die ihre Sprache und Lite- 
ratur mit brachten. Woimmer fie in griperer Bahl anfajfiq tvaren, 
hielten jie ifre Sprache in den Schulen feft. Wir miiffen in unfern Hochz 
Colleges mehr als je guvor fremde Spradjen lehren. Wir miiffen 
lehren, ebenjo wie irgendeine andere fremde Sprache, wegen ihres 
praftijden Nubens im Handel fotvie wegen ihrer Literatur und ihres erz 
aieherifden Wertes. Yeh qlaube nicht, dak dad Vehren einer fremden Sprache 
in irgendeiner Privat- oder Pfarrfdule verboten twerden follte.“ 
(Rirchenblatt.) 
Die grifte Sonntagsfdule in der Welt foll die First Baptist Church in 
sort Worth, Ter., haben. Wm erften Sonntag im April waren 4,395 Sdiiler 
gugegen, Darunter auch viele Crwachfene. M. 


Ausland. 


Unfer Konfordia-Seminar gu Porto Alegre in Brafilien entlie Cnde 
Suli gehn Kandidaten der Theolvgie. Cigentlich ware ihre Studiengeit erjt 
im fommenden Degember abgelaufen, aber in Anbetracht de$ gropen Prez 
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digermangels befdhloR man, die Kandidaten fdon Ende Yuli Examen maden 
gu laffen. M. ®. 

MS eine pidagogifde Mifsgeburt bezeicnet der Verliner 
Ferd. Yafob Schmidt die neben der tweltlicken Schule jest vielfach ange- 
priefene ,Gemeinfdaftsfdhule” mit angehangtem ReligionSunterridt, der — 
nad) Ronfejfionen getrennt — erteilt werden foll. Gr fehreibt u.a.: ,Lajfe 
jie) nur niemand dadurd) beirren, tvenn e3 in dem Entiwurf heigt: 
fteht grundfaplich allen Sehiilern offen. Qn ihr ift der 
ReligionsunterriGt im Ginne ArtifelS 149, 1 der ReichSverfajjung 
ordentliches Lehrfach nach naherer BVeftimmiung des Wie 
entgegenfommend flingt das doch! Und dennod) ijt gerade diefe Nnochen- 
erlveichung de3 Religionsunterrictes die Gefahr. ge- 
niigt eben nicht, diefer Gegenftand als ordentlices Lehrfach angefebt 
wird, Ddariiber hinaus aber ein einfluplofes Anhangjel fiir den iibrigen Sechul- 
betrieb bleibt. Cin ReligionSunterricht, der nicht gugleich auch den iibrigen 
Lehrfachern die Fiille und Weihe der perfonlicen Gefittungsfraft verleiht 
und dem gangen Lehrplan fein eigentiimliches Geprage gibt, verdient diefen 
Namen gar nicht. Die fimultane Gemeinfchaftsfcdhule ijt aber dadurch, daz 
jie Dem Wefen feiner Religion mapgebenden Cinfluk auf den Gefamtplan 
und Gefamtbetrieb de3 Unterridtes geftatten darf und daher auch den deut-= 
und den Gejfchichtsunterricht in der veriwafchenften Weije gu erteilen 
gegivungen ijt, geradezu eine padagogijdhe Mipgeburt. Wenn Pejtalogzi, 
Herbart, Biller, Dirpfeld von diefen Simultanjchulen hirten, fie wiirden fich 


im Grabe umbdrehen.“” — Diefe WAusfiihrungen eigen, dag eine twirfliche 
auch vom padagogifden Standpunfte aus das eingig 
ftrebenSiwerte ift. (Sxeifirde.) 


Gine rote RKinderwode. Kinderdemonjtrationen follen vom 
26. Suni bis 8. in Verlin ftattfinden. Von fommuniftifder Seite 
den die Vorbereitungen ecifrig betrieben. Die Mitglieder der fommunijtijden 
Kindergruppen twerden mit Werbemarfen, Werbefarten und Probenummern 
fommuniftifdhen Ninderblattes junge Genojfe” verfehen, mit denen 
fie eifrig Schul- und Hauspropaganda treiben: follen. Yn einem Kinder- 
aufruf e3: ,,Sorgt fiir recht viele fchine rote Fahnen. itbt die Rampf- 
lieder gut ein, Damit e3 am Gonntag durd alle Gaffen fdallt. Stellt Tafeln 
her, die ifr im Buge tragen werdet und auf denen eure Forderungen ftehen, 
g. B.: mit der Priigelftrafe! Her mit der Sehulfpeijung fiir alle 
Arbeiterfinder, fort mit dem Religionsunterricht aus der Schule! Wir 
twollen feine Fiirftengefchidte im Unterricht und feine RKaijerbilder in der 
Schule! Wir wollen Sdhiilerrate!‘ dariiber nach, was ihr fonft nod 
fiir Rampflofungen ausgeben wollt. Der 8. Sulit foll ja ein KRampftag fein. 
Veftimmt aud geitig den jungen Genoffen oder die junge Genoffin, die eine 
Anfpracde Halten foll, damit fie fich gut vorbereiten fonnen .. ., nur dann 
wird die rote Arbeiterfinderwwoche werden, was fie fein foll: eine wirf- 
Werbez und RKampfivocde unjerer jungen Genoffen.”“ — Nicht als 
Kuriofum teilen tir diefen Plan fatanifder Verriidtheit, der nad) Beitungs- 
berichten auch twirflich gur Ausfiihrung gefommen ift, unfern Lefern mit, 
fondern al3 ein Zeichen der Beit, aus dem fie erfernnen migen, twas der Feind 
Gotte3 und der Menfdjen im Ginn hat, und, dadurd aufgefehredt aus der 
leider nod) immer in begug auf Ergiehungs- und Schulfragen herrjdenden 
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Gleichgiiltigfeit und Tragheit, mit gréferem Ernit und Fleif beftrebt fein 
migen, die ihnen befohlenen Kinder aufgugiehen in der Bucht und Vermah- 
nung gum OErrn. Laffigkeit und Weichlicdfeit in diefer Sache dient 
dazu, dem teuflijden Wefen, das fic) dort breit macht, Raum gu jcaffen. 
(Hreifirde.) 

Die gefilmte Bibel. Yn London wurde fiirglidh ein Film ,,Welt- 
dDammerung” uraufgefiibrt. Die englifde Kritif fand in den mebhreren 
Taufend von Metern Film den Gefchmad gegen die Bibel getwahrt bis auf 
die Epifode ,GSalomo und Gulamith“, die ftark erotifde Ggenenfolge, gu der 
man al3 Bwifdentert Stiicde aus dem ,,Hohenlied” veriwertete. Das Drama 
beginnt mit der Gchipfung, dann fieht man Adam und Cba in der Haltung 
ertappter Giinder, Crmordung und die fulminant gefurbelte Sintflut. 
Vefonders betwundert wurde der Untergang bon Godom und Gomorra. 
Feuer und Schtwefel fielen bom Himmel, die Veridterftatter, gange 
Stadte wurden gerftirt, Menfdenhorden raften hin und her. Sehlieblic 
fieht man, tie Lots Frau gur Salgfaule wird. (Wbbildungen diefes Mach- 
twerfS werden jebt von deutfden illuftrierten Blattern — Die 
Welt wird immer toller. Das Kino, da3 num fo giemlich alles abgegrajt hat, 
mug fic) mun auch an die Bibel machen, um die Nerven gu figeln. Da die 
Bibel nicht mehr gelefen und gepredigt wird, jo fie gefilmt werden! 
Das ijt auch ein Beichen vor dem Yiingften Tag. (Sreifircde.) 

Calvin Secret will be Bared.— The mystery which for three and 
a half centuries has surrounded the burial place of John Calvin, the great 
Genevese Reformer, is about to be solved. Calvin’s historian, Theodore 
de Beze, recounts that it was his master’s wish that no memorial should 
mark the place where he was buried. This wish was faithfully carried out, 
and when Calvin breathed his last in May, 1564, his remains were interred 
in secret in the church-yard of Plainpalais, now within the city limits. 
Since then the secret of the tomb has been known to only one family, that 
of Speyr, of Basle, in which it has passed down from father to son with the 
injunction never to reveal it as long as there were descendants in the 
family. The last of the race, Eugene De Speyr, who is over 70 and lives 
at Avignon, France, has just informed the consistory of the Protestant 
Church of Geneva that, having no descendants, he desired to reveal the 
secret, which was pointed out to him in 1860, by his grandfather. 
M. de Speyr and representatives of the church met, and the cemetery was 
visited. The city authorities have given permission for the site to be ex- 
plored. — Milwaukee Leader. 


FOR THE NEW CHAPEL FUND. 
Proceeds of piano recital by the pupils of Mr. G. L. Maschhoff, Cen- 


Interest from June 1 to December 1, 1921 .................0000- 18.35 
$ 43.35 

Previously reported 905.20 


H. Treasurer. 
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